
 This is my last but one newsletter article as I will be retiring AGAIN at the 

end of June. I know the District Superintendent is actively looking for my          

replacement. More on that next month.  

 I am grateful for the outpouring of prayers and good wishes I have          

experienced since my surgery. There were so many cards and notes it was      

almost overwhelming.  

 You are a loving and caring congregation. My thanks to you, and thanks to 

Ryan and Laurice and Anita who allowed me to be out of the pulpit for a few 

weeks.  

 The staff and volunteers in the office were able to keep things going 

smoothly while I was out, and to them I am grateful too.  

   SALE                                                SALE                                                      SALE 

 As I will be retiring, I have a lot of books, most of which are in my office at 

Desert Chape, which I would like to sell.  

 The majority are bible study books, but many are history and general in-

terest. Except for The Interpreters Study bible (12 volumes), Individual books 

will be sold at less than $5. Most are new or near new, and a few are “well 

used” and priced accordingly. I am not allowed by management (wife) to take 

these back home so everything MUST go.  

 Sale begins 10am Monday May 1st in my office.  

Blessings to you. Iain  
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 The Chancel Choir and the Bell Choir enjoyed being a part of the    

services this year. We’ll be back in the fall and look forward to a new year 

with more music to share; but we will need your help. Some of our winter 

resident/members will not be returning and their places need to be filled. 

Please consider being a part of one or both of these Choirs, we’d love to 

have you!!  

Please see Peggy Cabrinha for information.  
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W o r s h i p  

D e s e r t  C h a p e l  U n i t e d  

Points of Interest! 

Average Attendance: 88 

Income: $19,699.76 

Expense: $ 9,588.83 
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   Alleluia, Alleluia 

Donald Fishel 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give thanks to our risen Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia, Give 
praise to His name. 

Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation. 
Spread the good news o’er all the earth. Jesus has died and is risen. 

We have been crucified with Christ, now we shall live forever 
Come let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior. 

 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Give thanks to our risen Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia, Give 

praise to His name. 
The supplement to our hymnal states that these words were paraphrased 

Pauline scripture sentences set 
to music in 1971 and then arranged for publication in The Word of God in 

1973. These Pauline phrases 
proclaim the new life we have in the risen Christ. CHRIST IS RISEN! 

“Alleluias” also present the 
good news of Easter. 

 
This joyous anthem sings the good news of the risen Lord and it fits 

throughout the season of Easter. 
Piano accompaniment and optional trumpet along with the “alleluias” add 

to its singable refrain. 
Altogether these make it an accessible version of this Easter hymn. 

 
Donald Fishel composed this hymn rather spontaneously during the sum-

mer of 1971 in a house on 
Church Street in Ann Arbor, Michigan. It was first sung in the services of a 

charismatic Roman 
Catholic Church that he had recently joined. 

 
This anthem is suitable for Liturgical use: not only for Easter but for other 

occasions such as Baptism and profession of faith. 
 

The information for this review came from the Companion to The Methodist Hymnal by Carlton R. Young, google.com, Hymnary. Org., and J.C.Pepper.com. 

 

Submitted by Eleanor Edwards 

http://google.com/
http://j.c.pepper.com/


D e s e r t  C h a p e l  U n i t e d  

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 

10-2 Clothing 

Closet 

11-2 Community 

Feast 

7. 

9am     

Worship 

8. 9. 10. 

3pm Board 

Meeting 

11. 12. 13. 

10-2 Clothing 

Closet 

11-2 Community 

Feast 

14. 

9am     

Worship 

Mothers 

Day!! 

15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

10-2 Clothing 

Closet 

11-2 Community 

Feast 

21. 

9am     

Worship 

Ascension 

Sunday 

22. 23. 24. 25. 26. 27. 

10-2 Clothing 

Closet 

11-2 Community 

Feast 

28. 

9am     

Worship 

Pentecost 

29. 30. 31.    

Office Hours: Monday: By appointment only Tuesday-Friday 8-10am 
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 It is always like this in the spring at a desert church that relies heavily on visitors from the less 

climate-hospitable regions. Many of these folks have already said their parting words to the relatively 

few of us who stick around for the “DRY HEAT” and hopping from one air-conditioned environment to 

another. This year, however, seems a bit different.  

 We, like others, emerged from our COVID-dominated cocoons to finally beginning to worship 

and interact in ways that we had discarded in an effort to ward off the evil bugs that robbed so many 

of our friends and neighbors of normalcy. And, in too many cases, robbed them of their health and 

even life itself!  

 In the three years since we initiated social distancing, canned Communion Elements, virtual 

hugging, and so many more unaccustomed customs; we now seem to struggle to find our pathways to 

communal worship. We have, of course, old habits, legacy Christian events, music, missions, and an 

expensive campus. We struggle with fewer people and therefore fewer resources. Yet we, in many 

ways, are full of anticipation and energy in our measured return to the worship and spiritual life we so 

cherish.  

 A major part of our hopeful and prayerful return to normalcy, is our reliance on pastoral       

leadership and guidance. So many of our Faithfull leaders have stepped up in the past three years and 

we are eternally grateful for that. As we walk the path to normalcy, we will continue to be blessed 

with our pastoral and lay leadership.  

 We have known for nearly a year that Desert Chapel must also say goodbye to Pastor Iain as he 

“re-enters retirement.” We owe both he and Rosemary our sincere gratitude for helping us to flourish 

in a very difficult time; as we had to deal with the above mentioned pandemic induced restrictions as 

well as a move from a senior pastor to a part-time pastor. His leadership from the pulpit as a          

foundational storyteller and a congregational uniter has been inspirational. His dedication to visitation 

has been a special blessing during these unusual times.  

 And, now we must prepare for a new pastoral leader as we welcome Philip Tesarek into our  

Desert Chapel family come July. We know that he will find warm arms and hearts as he enters a new 

phase in his faith journey.  

 Your Leadership Board met in April and will again meet on Wednesday May 10th. In these 

meetings, we face the challenges of limited funds and growing expenses. We are discussing several 

ways to balance the growing costs of our large campus with a stable albeit small congregation. We 

seek ideas for achieving that balance. There are many ways to make your ideas known. E-Mail is     

probably the best: info@desertchapelumc.org or drop a message into the offering plate, or write in the 

attendance pew pads, or even calling the church office (480) 982-2259 (leave a message or request a 

call).  

 One note of immediate concern is that our established missions are in dire need of volunteers 

from our Desert Chapel congregation. Many times non-Desert Chapel volunteers outnumber our own 

volunteers. If our overall mission is to enable Discipleship, it would make sense that our missions are 

representative of us.                                                                       Blessings to all. David Tom, Lay Leader  



 

Desert Chapel United Methodist Church 

462 N Palo Verde Dr.  

Apache Junction AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-2259 

Fax: 480-288-4242                                             

Email: info@desertchapelumc.org 

Loving Father,  

Here we are. We trust that You have an incredible plan for our 

church. Transform us. Transform our congregation and church. 

Everything is on the table. Transform our church into the place 

of  Worship of  Jubilation of  Affirming Love of  Disciples mak-

ing disciples You envision it to be. We are 100% available! How 

can we help?? Amen. 

N E W S L E T T E R  

DESERTCHAPELUMC.ORG  

Be joyful in hope, patient in     

affliction, faithful in prayer. 


